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Should be won back by Christian band.
Most dearly had the abbot paid
For this, for Saladin had made                                         ic,i 10
Demand on him ofttime to yield
It up, yet still he had concealed
It, though they bound him tight and though
He needs must tortures undergo.
They could not, with their pains, compel
Him to surrender it or tell
Where 'twas. He made reply to them
At the capture of Jerusalem
It had been lost. Now when the king
Had learned the truth about this thing,                              10,120
He made this holy abbot mount,
Of whom ye heard me now recount.
He mounted, and the barons, too,
And knights in goodly retinue,
They took the road in fair array
And rode along upon the way
After the abbot, coming to
The place whereof I spoke to you,
Wherein the Cross was hid. That day
'Twas raised for worship and display.                                10,130
Men rushed to kiss it without cease.
So that one scarcely could appease
Them. To the host straightway 'twas brought
Who therefrom much of comfort got.
Abundantly their tears outpoured,
And greatly was the Rood adored.
RICHARD REFUSES TO BESIEGE JERUSALEM
When that this Cross was raised on high
And much the army cheered thereby.
Some little time it stood, and then
The host's most poor and humble men                                    i o, 140
Lifted their voices to inquire,
Saying: "In God's name, fair, sweet sire,